Clinical and autopsy correlation evaluated in a university hospital in Spain (1991-2000).
The authors present a 10-year retrospective study (1991-2000) of all autopsies performed at the Hospital Clinic, Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain) studied by a multidisciplinary committee. The clinicopathologic correlation of the primary underlying disease with the immediate cause of death was reviewed. Between 1991 and 2000, 2,495 autopsies were performed, 1933 of which were evaluated by the committee. The autopsy rate fell from 20% in 1993 to 9.1% in 2000. The clinicopathologic correlation in underlying primary disease was correct in 92.67% of the cases; there was a major discrepancy in 3.51% and a minor discrepancy in 3.82%. As regards the immediate cause of death, major errors were found in 5.89% of cases and minor errors in 6.17%. Despite the scientific and technologic advances in medicine, we have seen that there are still clinicopathologic discrepancies. The postmortem examination continues to play an important role in auditing clinical practice and diagnostic performance, and also for educational purposes. Evaluation by a multidisciplinary committee is the more reliable system for the study of the clinicopathologic correlation.